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States, or one independent Arab State, the zones of influence in which •
are determined at the same time.
Alexandretta is proclaimed a free port.
With a view to securing the religious interests of the Entente Powers,
Palestine, with the Holy Places, is separated from Turkish territory
and subjected to a special regime to be determined by agreement
between Russia, France and England.
As a general rule the contracting Powers undertake mutually to
recognise the concessions and privileges existing in the territories now
acquired by them which have existed before the war.
They agree to assume such portions of the Ottoman debt as corre-
sponds to their respective acquisitions.
No. 8.   General Maude's Proclamation at Baghdad.
March 11, 1917.
, FOLLOWING- the triumphant entry of the British forces into this
famous city, the Commander in Chief was directed to announce Allied
policy, which was mainly British.
General Maude was instructed to issue a proclamation to the people
of Baghdad announcing that our armies came into the country not* as
conquerors but as liberators, and pointing1 out that a long commercial
connection had existed between Baghdad and Great Britain, that the
British Government could not remain indifferent to what took place
in Mesopotamia and was determined not to permit again that which
had been done in Baghdad by the Turks and Germans.
REFERENCE.—Review of the civil administration of Mesopotamia,
Parliamentary paper, cmd. 1061, 1920.
"But you, the people of Baghdad," the proclamation continued,
"whose commercial professions and whose safety from oppression and
invasion must ever be a matter of the closest concern to the British
Government, are not to understand that it is the wish of the British
Government to impose upon you alien institutions. It is the hope
of the British Government that the aspirations of your philosophers
and writers shall be realised once again. The people of Baghdad
shall flourish and enjoy their wealth and substance under institutions
which are in consonance with their sacred laws and their racial ideal.
In the Hejaz the Arabs have expelled the Turks and Germans who
oppressed them and have proclaimed Sherif Husain as Their King,
and His Lordship rules in independence and freedom and is the ally
of the nations who are fighting against the power of Turkey and Ger-
many. So, indeed, are the noble Arabs, the Lords of Nejd, Kuwait
and Asir. Many noble A.rabs have perished in the cause of freedom
at the hands of those alien rulers, the Turks, who oppressed them.
It is the determination of the Government of Great Britain and the
Great Powers allied to Great Britain that these noble Arabs shall not
have suffered in vain. It is the desire and hope of the British people
and the nations in alliance with them that the Arab race may rise once
more to greatness and renown amongst the peoples of the earth and
that it shall bind itself to this end in unity and concord. 0, people

